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General 
 
Q1: What is this comparative review? 
A: This review is  a mostly retrospective look at the quality and scientific impact of NP supported 
research efforts for January 1, 2010 – April 30, 2013 to obtain a scientific cross-check of all NP funded 
university and laboratory groups in a coherent way within each of five subfields. 
 
Q2: Our research is doing theoretical nuclear physics in medium energy.  Do we belong to the nuclear 
theory subfield or the medium energy subfield?  
A: You belong to the nuclear theory subfield.  This comparative review is divided into five subfields: 
Fundamental Symmetries, Heavy Ions, Medium Energy, Nuclear Structure and Nuclear Astrophysics and 
Nuclear Theory.  The first four subfields encompass experimental research efforts.  If your research 
involves theoretical studies in medium energy, then it falls in the nuclear theory subfield, not the 
medium energy subfield.  
 
Q3: Would the review panel consider relative priorities of the different subfields in this assessment? 
A: No.  The review is organized by subfield portfolios, each with separate panels.  They will not consider 
the relative priorities of the different scientific subfields.  However, NP may use the outcome of this 
review to optimize its research portfolio and future directions.   
 
Q4: What would be the best way to prepare for this review? 
A: Organize your briefing package and presentation to address the six review criteria detailed in 
Enclosure 6 entitled “Basis for Evaluation”.  Your allocated time is limited and you should ensure your 
presentation is effective and as concise as possible. 
 
Q5: Are all PIs recommended to give their own presentations or one presentation to cover entire group 
research efforts? 
A: Each group can decide who will give the presentations, who will attend, and how the allocated time 
slot will be used.   
 
Q6: Are group presentations open to other groups? 
A: Panel sessions are closed.  You should not plan on spending the day or days listening to the other 
presentations.   
 
Q7: Are there any specific NP research programs not included in this review? 



A: For university groups, research efforts that are not included in this review are the Accelerator R&D 
Program, the Isotope Program, the Nuclear Data Program, the SciDAC Program, Topical Collaborations in 
Nuclear Theory and international collaboration awards.  The review includes Early Career Awards (ECAs) 
awarded in FY 10 or earlier, but doesn’t include ECAs awarded in FY 11 or FY 12.  For laboratory groups, 
research efforts that are not included in this review are the Accelerator R&D Program, the Isotope 
Program, and the Nuclear Data Program.  However, laboratory research funded through SciDAC and 
Topical Collaborations is included.   All ECAs in the laboratory groups are included.  
 
Q8: Are remote presentations allowed? 
A: Remote presentations may be allowed for a justifiable exception such as prior immovable 
commitments for a single Principal Investigator (PI) group.  Groups are strongly advised to make 
arrangements for a presentation in person before the review panel. 

Enclosure 1 
 
Q9: Does Faculty include members with research or emeritus faculty status? 
A: No.  University faculty includes only currently active tenured/tenure track faculty members. 
 
Q10: Do we include group members who recently left the group? 
A: No.  You list only current group members.  This list provides the latest snapshot of the workforce 
distribution of the group.   
 
Q11: (Laboratory groups only) If someone is a university faculty with 50% of that faculty’s time 
subcontracted to a national laboratory or someone is a lab permanent staff, but is a part-time university 
faculty, is this person counted as lab permanent staff? 
A: Yes, both cases are counted as lab permanent staff. 
 
Enclosure 2 
 
Q12: If my grant period doesn’t correspond to fiscal year exactly, can we provide information by the 
grant budget years for the grant? 
A: Yes, you can provide budget information based on your grant periods closest to FY10-12.  The fiscal 
year containing the start date of a budget period should be used.  
 
Q13: Do we need to provide information for carryovers? 
A: No.  Provide NP funding for each year including supplements in the stipulated categories. 
 
Q14: (Laboratory groups only) Should the funding support level in the table of Enclosure 2 be a grand 
total of all dollars coming into laboratory groups without a breakdown of the source?  For example, do 
we need to worry about whether specific SciDAC dollars came from NP or ASCR? 
A: You include all NP research dollars without a breakdown of NP source, but NP dollars only (i.e. 
exclude ASCR dollars, capital equipment and MIE project funds).  

Enclosure 3 
 
Q15: What exactly is the time frame for Table 1 in Enclosure 3? 



A:  Provide FTEs for only current members of the group based on FY 12 efforts or your grant budget year 
corresponding to FY 12.  If someone joined your group during FY12 and is currently an active member of 
the group, you include that person’s FTEs, but should indicate that in the footnote.  
 
Q16: How do we handle group members who left the group in the middle of FY12?   
A: You provide FTEs only for current group members.  Former members are not counted.   
 
Q17: Should Table 1 in Enclosure 3 include only the same current group members as in Enclosure I? 
A: Yes, you include FTEs only for the current group members who are listed in Enclosure 1.  However, in 
Enclosures 2 and 5 and in the presentations at the panel, the research efforts and funding level of the 
past members of the group will be covered.  
 
Q18: (University groups only) I have a question about how to count faculty FTEs.  My nominal DOE-
supported NP research is 2 summer months/year = 0.17 FTE, all for Heavy Ion, and I average 34% 
academic year release time from my university for HI research =0.26 FTE, with the rest of my time (0.57 
FTE) going to tasks unrelated to research.  How should I report my efforts? 
A:  Academic year release time from your university is part of the aggregated research effort regardless 
of the nominal 2-month salary support received from the grant.  “Other Non-NP effort” should include 
efforts funded by other DOE offices or other agencies such as NSF, or by teaching, administrative work 
etc.   In your case, report “Heavy Ion Research=0.43”, “Other Subfields in NP=0.0”, “Other non-NP 
Effort=0.57” and “Total FTE=1.0.” 
 
Q19: (University groups only) In table 1 of Enclosure 3, we are asked to provide FTEs for our current 
group members who receive funding from NP.  Our group currently has two graduate students who are 
100% funded through our university, but their research is 100% dedicated to heavy ions.  Do we still 
include these two students in the list even though they are not supported by NP at all? 
A: Graduate students and postdocs are occasionally supported by the University as either direct cost-
share or contributed resources towards the scope of work of the grant.  This is one of the ways in which 
a research grant can show it is competitive and attractive for investment.  The grant is viewed as a 
research package and thus cost-share and contributed graduate student effort may be included Table 1 
under the column for subfield effort.  If that same student’s work is split with another effort, then a 
fraction of the effort would appear under “other subfield in NP” or “other non-NP” as appropriate.  
 
Q20: The fractional FTE assigned to subfield subareas should reflect efforts including SciDAC and Topical 
Collaboration programs?  
A: “Yes” for laboratory groups, but “no” for university groups. 
 
Q21: (Laboratory groups only) What does “Ops” include in Table 1 of Enclosure 3? 
A: It includes “experimental support” FTE at user facilities.   A Staff member is only listed in this table if 
that person is supported entirely or partially by subfield research program funds.  If that person is also 
supported by other NP “OPS” funds (Experimental Support), then his/her fractional FTE is reported in 
this column.   
 
Enclosure 4 
 
Q22: Do we include tracking information for graduate students and postdocs supported by other 
funding agencies such as DOE/HEP, NASA, or NSF?   
A: No.  Include information for only NP supported graduate students and postdocs.  



 
Q23: (Laboratory groups only) Can we list graduate students who may also show up in other university 
reports? 
A: Yes, you may.  Taking credit is allowed provided a bona fide laboratory co-advisor is identified. 
 
Enclosure 5 
 
Q24: Does “Other Refereed Journals” also omit conference proceedings in journals like Nuclear Physics 
A? 
A: Yes.  For the purposes of this table, all conference proceedings should be excluded.   
 
Q25: Does “Letter Publications” include publications in Phys. Rev. Rapid Communications? 
 A: Yes. 
 
Q26: Does “Invited Talks” exclude colloquia and public lectures? 
A: Yes, it excludes them. 
 
Q27: If a postdoctoral research scientist has been working with my group for only 6 months, should I 
include only those papers that were completed while a member of the group?  If so, is there a way to 
indicate on the form the length of time for that person with the group? 
A:  In Table 4, you should provide the requested information for the 6-month period but include papers 
which occur before April 30, 2013 and report results connected with your grant’s scope of work.  You 
may indicate the length of time as a footnote to Table 3. 
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